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ty 0 yeeld any reaſons for the publiſhin 

theſe $ —_— dead wigs; 

# ſiciencie of the CAuthor, and the ex- 
» cehencie of the CArgument) were” 
| to call into queſtion the valew of an 
Offering caſt into the treaſuriz of Cods Church. If 
Trexarvaitian, 41 ancient and learned Fa- 
ther ( when the Light of the Goſpel ſhined neerer 
the times of the primitine puritie_) confeſſed that 
bee did adore the fulneſſe of the Scriptures : Hane 
wee leſſe cauſe, in theſe dayes (indeed not of igne- 
rance, but of contention and libertie) to reſpett the 
ſincere Expoſitors of the Myſteries of G 0 D ? efpe- 
cially, when enerie man is almoſt become an Inter- 
retor to himſclfe>. But for a4 much as they who 
are the Publiſhers of theſe exerciſes, can beſt giue 
reſolution for their publication , (how ener extra. 
ordinarie occaſions vnexpettedly withcal'd them 
for the preſent ;) yet , where a man in his life time 
fo knowne, and ſo deſeruing to be knowne for ſince- 
ritie of conncrſation,generalitie of learning ,graut- 
tie of iudgement , and ſoundneſſe of Dotirine (a 
| 4 2 the 


To the Reader, 
the Anther vas) hath left aty munument of bis 
ſtudies ;, there it cannot bee but an iniurie to his 
mimrit, and a kinde of deffranding the Storehouſe 


of Religion, to conceale that for any private wſcy, 
For tote 4 /2r5. tales 9" Ac) 


after his death,is beſt commended, by the remaining 
fraits of his labours ; thoſe parcelt-reliques of - 
this worthie man,being then read,right- 
hy wnderſiood, and applyed, cannot 
but both informe the charita- 
ble Chriſtian Reader, 


and confirme 
him, 


oy Nils yt 8 
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MERO 2. 


Ivpc. 5. V ERs. 23. 


Curſe yee Meroz, (ſaid the Angel of the Lord) 
curſe continually the Inhabitants thereof; be- 
canſe they came not to helpe the Lord, to helpe 
the Lord againſt the mightie_. 


ous hearbes, and peltilent weedes : 
So is itthe chicfeſt worke of a wile Gouernourto 
remoue all naughtie and incurable perſons from a 
Citieand Common-wealc. The which wee need 
not to proue by the authorities of So/on, Lycurg- 
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£w , or other Heatheviſh Law-giuers, but een 
by the preſcript of the wiſdome of God, the well 
and fountaine of perfect poligie. For when the 
, Lord had brought bis vine out of Zgypr,and had - 
giuentothe people of Iſrael the land of Canaap, - 
be firſt and principally charged them that they. 
ſhould vtterly root out the idulatrous Cananites,. 
that they ſhould make no league of friendl(hip. 
with them, but without all compaſhon,ſmite and 
Pvt, 7.2.3. deſtroy them from the face of the earth , Dent. 7. 
And this commandement they kept relipioully, 
both vnderthe flouriſhing government of 7:{#a, 
andofthe Elders alſo which ſucceeded him. Bur 
after, when they had taken rootein the fruitivil- 
| Jand,and plentie had begotteneaſe, and caſe had. 
bred fecuritie , and ſecuritie bad brought forth. 
forgetfulneſſe of God, and forgetfulneſle of God. 
Jud; 1.339. had cauſed them to make an impious truce with -* 
the curſed Cananites, whom for a little tribute 
they ſuffered to live quietly in the middeſt of their 
land : the Lord did therefore bring vpon them 
many calamities, and gaue them vp often to bee 
ſubdued and tyrannouſly oppreſſed by thoſe 
prephane Nations. And yer behold rhe Fa- 
+ therot mercic, did inthe middeſt of his furie re- 
member mercie. For in their greateſt oppreſſions, 
whenſoeverthey truely repented and turned vnto 
c>443.36; the Lord, he raiſed them vp Indges,thatisto ſay, . 
rareand extraordinaric Champions, men of vali-, 
ant and heroicall ſpirits , which by ſtrong hand . 
delivered them from their opprelſours, Witneſle - 
' this 
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this one example forall inthe fourth Chapter of 
. this Booke, wherein it is hard to ſay, whether the 
. opprethon was more grieuous, or the delinerance 
. more famous. For the Lord had fold his people 
. into the hands of /abin King of Canaan, whole 
. munitions,cuen nine hundreth chariots of yron, 
ſeemed vareſiſtable; his ſouldiers innumerable, 
his Captaine S7ſcr4 inuincible, who by continual 
excurlions had ouer-runne the whole land for the 
ſpace of twentie yeares. And yet when they 
called vpon Godin their diſtreſſe, hee raiſed vp 
Deborathe Propheteſſe, who perſwaded Barac 
.the ſonne of Hbiroam, to take vnto him tenne 
, thouſand ſouldiers of the Tribes of Zeb»lon and 
Nepthalye,and wich that handfull of men, to en» 
counter that huge Hoſte of the Cananites in a 
pitched field neere vnto the brooke Kilnon ; 
whoſe armie was three handred thouſand men 
and more,as 7oſ-; bus writeth. In which battaile 
Tabin was for euer vanquiſhed, the Cananites dil- 
comfited, their chariots diſmebred, & their cap- 
taine S/ſera molt diſhonourably nayled vnto the 
ground with a'pinne of a Tent ftrucken through 
the temples of his head by the hands of 7ae/, the 
. wife of Heber. And vpon that glorious victorte, 
-Barac and Debora did ling this ſweete ſorig of 
-thankeſgiuing vnto God, in the fift Chapter of 
this Booke, 
In which moſt excellent & triumphant Hymine, 


as the Authors name is D&Þors, which (ignifics a Pb.Spife. | 


Bee_, {0 doth (he bring not onely the ſweet _— 
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. of praiſe and thanks-giuing for that glorious vi- 
Rorie, but alſo a ſharpe ſting of reproofe where. . 
with ſhe pierceth thoſe Tribes and menthar came - 
not to helpe them inthat great extremitie, But of. 
all che [raclites that ablented themſelves , there - 
were none {o faultieas the men of AMeres , who - 
dwelling necre vnto Mount TI habor where the, 
field was foughten, and beeing called vpon to 
come, did notwithſtanding hide their heads in 
the day of batraile. And theretore this holy Pro- 
pherciſe doth thunder as it were from hcavena. 
{peciail malediQtion againſt them, ſaying, Crrſe yee « 
Meroz, &c. which words arenothing elſe but a. 
direfoil doome of Debora againſt the mercilefle 
HMerozites;wherein, for breuities ſake, I will ob- 


ſcrue but | 
Tt» TheCurſe of Meroz; and what 
it was. 
2. Points. a 
17-4 2. The Crime of Meroz;and how 


C greatit was. 

1..Part, 1- Concerning the former, the meaning is, . 
that an Angel of God,to wit, either Brac, as the , 
Chaldee paraphraſe doth render ir, or ſome other 
Prophet inſpired from above, as I expound ir,did. 
commaund borh the Iudges and the people to. 
pray forthe ruine and vtter deftrution of Me-. 
roz, and of all that dwelt therein. 

Onept. Now if any man aske whether the command. 
of this Angel be not contrarie to the command 
of that great Angel of the Couenant, Chriſt _ 

who 
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»who bids vs inthe Golpel to ble/ſe them that curſe Matth: 5.44. 
vs, and pray for them that perſecute vs,whereunto 
heauens great trumpet S. Pl accordeth,laying, 
Bleſſe, and curſe not: Kon. 11-14. 
| anſwer,there is no repugnancieintheſe com- Anſv. 
. mands. For as the Word of God forbiddeth all 
. intemperate heat and deſire of revenge in our pri- 
, uate wrongs, and fo all manner of curlings of our 
priuate enemies; {0 doth it require vs to hate the 
- enemies of God, with a perte& hatred, and to 
» curſe them vnrto the death, it we becertified from 
- heauen that they be incorrigible, and that the 
Lord hath appointed them vnto (laughter, Hence 
, the holy Prophers of God, whbo being raviſhed in 
. the Spirit, were carryed vp into heauen vpon the 
wings of prayer and prophecie, 25 Flias in a fie-z. King, 
rie chariot, and did behold in the criſtall glaſle of 
. Gods ſecret counſaile, who were the incurable e- 
. nemies of God, deſtined vnto deftrution, could 
not chuſe bur with their hearts wiſh , and with 
their tongues expreſle their longing defire to have 
the iudgements of God put in execution. Hence 
, proceeded the curſes of _ of Elia, of Da- 
-#id, of other holy men of God, who being endu- 
- ed with the Spirit of diſcerning,and inflamed with 
- a pure zeale of Gods glorie, did pray for the de- 
- ſtruQion of them, who were alreadie by the Iudge 
of the whole world appointed vnto death. And 
therefore Saint Aug»ine_ faith of ſuch pro- ,,,,q. 
- pheticall imprecations , that they were rather 
- Verba predicentium, quam Vota imprecantiun, 
words 


AM 7.14. 


Luce9. 55. 
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words of predition, than wiſhes of malediQion. » 
Butas for vs, who are neither Prophets nor Pro- 
phets ſonnes, nor haue any cxtraordinarie gift of 
Gods Spirit, we may not abſolutely wiſh forthe . 
deſtruQion of any, leit our Saviour lay vnto vs as - 
he did vnto his Diſciples, wiſhing for fire from . 
heauen vpon their enemies, 7ou know not of what . 
Spirzt[you are, Yet may we condicionaliy curſe 
rhe enemies of God and his Church, it ſo be the 
Kingdome of Chriſt cannor. be eſtabliſhed with- - 
out their Celtrution. W herein notwichltanding - 
we mult beware that we ſufter the holy Ghoſtto 
ſit as pilot in our hearts, and to rule the rudder of 
our tongues, leſt by any mixture of humane infir- . 
mitic, we doc adul:cratethe Word of God. For - 
as alictleinke which is powred into a Spring ma- . 
keth ail the water blacke that iſſucth fromir, and . 
a l:trle Co/oqutnridaſpoyled all che Portage of the . 
Prophets , 2. Ki2. 4. and one dead Flie corrup- . 
reth a whole port of oyntment : even lo doth a. 
little malice make the iudgements of God which . 
thou pronounceſt, both vnprofitable vato thy. 
brethren, and damnable vnto thy lelte. 

Sothat the Dodrineis this, &the vic is good. » 
Wherethe Lgrd of Heauen doth firſt curle, there + 
bedrry. a. 1 lr Mi ilterand the Magt-- 
!trace mutt bo h curle; the one withthe Worl.. 
the ether with the Sword ; the one by exhorrtati- 
on,the other by execution; the one torc-relling, 
the other inflifting the iudgements of God vpon 
notorious offenders wirhout afteion or partia- 
litie, Strange 


Ll 
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Strangeitis that the Lord commanded theſe 
Judges of Iſrael to ſtrike the Merozzres, their bre. 
thren, with ſuch a cMHaranatha in the bigheſt de- 
gree; bur it is a notable precedene to reach all 
Magiſtrares,that when the Lords will is reucaled 

, voto them, either by his Word, or by his Spirit, 

. or by the Edits of wholſome Lawes, that any 

. haynous offendours are appointed vnto death, 

- their eyes mutt not then = them , nor their ; 

, bearts muſt haue compaſhi9n of them, bur with 

. all wholſome ſeueritic they muſt proſecute them 
vnto their end. When the people of Iſrael had 
commirted Idolatric with the Golden Calfe, Ms- 

. ſes called the Leuites, and bade everie one put his 

. Sword by his (ide, and ſlay everie man his brother, 
and every man his companion,and euery man his 
neighbour, that ſo they might conſecrate their 
hands vnto the Lord,and receiuea blethng; wher- 
upon the Leuites ſlew three thouland men, or 

. thereabouts. T he which zeale of the Leuices in 

. reuenving Gods glorie, did fo pleaſe the Lord, 

- that for it the curſe of /acob againſt Lent was tur- 
ned into a bleſſing, as appeareth by <4ſes in his 
Swan-like Song, Dent. 33. Andof Zenihe ſaid, peur.33:4, $1. 
Let thy rim and thy Thummim be with thy holy 
one who ſaid of his father and mother , I haue not 

ſerme thets, neither knew he his brethren or his owne 

, children, meanin; that he preferred Gods glorie 

- before natural! 2ﬀF:Rion. The which example 

would to Godir were written in the hearts of all 


Iudges. Bur yet let then till remember to curſe / 
no 2 


Namb. 23.8, 
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ne otherwhere, but there where Cod himſelſe 
hath curſed. c | 

The falſe Prophet Ba/aam could fay, How ſhall 
Teurſe where the Lord hath not curſed,or how ſhould 
] deteit where the Lord hath not deteFfed ? And 
how farre be wee then from this rule, who are {o 
tender of our owne reputation, thatif we be tou- 
che ncuer ſolirtle with rhe ſcourge of the toung, 
weare like that cloylter in Thebes which Plu-- 


Plutarch. Morel. $a ch calls inlegerer, which for cuery word that - 


P/al. 55. 


Pro. 26, 3+ 


: $474. 1. 


was ſpoken in it would give aneccho of ſeucn- 
ſounds ; cuen ſo doc we returne ſeucn curſes for 
one into his bolome thatrevileth vs: But when 
the name of God 1s blaſphemed, his honour defa- 
ced, his precepts negleRed, we are mu?7 vt piſces, 
orif we open our mouthes, our words are (160- 
ther then Oye, and our taces areas cheerclull as if 
we had found a treaſure, 

Well; the Spiric of God doth curſe Herr, , 
and whar was this priſe? Surely ic was no verbal. 
malediction, but a _reall effſioz of the wrath of - 
God vpon the. Inhabicants of that rowrie. For- 
rhough 4 canſcleſſe curſe (as Salomon lpeaketh, 
Pro.26.) be like vnto a Swallow that fly:th from the 
hand, and lighrethnorthere whither (he was ſent ; 
yetarechecurſes of God, and his Prophets, like . 
vnto lenatbars bow and Sanls {word , which rc. 
rurne notemptic from the bloud of the ſlaineand. 
thefar of the mightie, 2. Sz. 1. \Witneile Eliſha, 
who had no ſoonet curled the children of Bethel, 
but they were by and by denonred by two Beares 

our 
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ont ofthe deſert, 2. Xing. 2. Witnelle Peter, who 3. King, +. 
had no ſooner curſed AHneniarand and Sapphire, 
but they by and by fell downe dead at th'apoſtles 
feete, AF. 5. And our Saviour had ne ſooner 18. 5. 
curſed the Figge-rree, Hark. 1 1.but it by and by Mark. 111 
withers vato the ground. And ſurely the He» | 
braiſme which Delbors vieth in my text, iterating 
the curſe againe and againe, doth manifeſtly (hew 
that the curſe of Meroz was no common or calle 
imprecation,but ana:hems maranatha inthe high. 1c. 16.23, 
eſt degree; it was a vehement and effeuall curle 
which lighted not onely vpon their goods, but 
vpon thcir perſons allo; neither vpon their bo- 
dics, but vpon their ſoules alſo; a curſe which (as 
D axid ſpeaketh) couered them like a garment, gir- Pſa. 09.18; 
ded them like a girdle, and entred even 4s water in- 
1 thtir bowels, and as oyle into their bones. For 
«how fearctull a thing was it to. be curſed by the 
-Lord, whoſe wordes are as twe- edged ſwords, ti. 4: 
whole voice is as che voice of thunder : and whoſe 
breath is as 4 River of Brimflone_ which bur. 
neth unto the bottome of hell ? Surely if the lonne 
of Syrach ſaid truely, that the Mothers curſe r86- 
reth out the foundations of the childrens: houſes : 
then how much more powerfull is the curſe of 
our heauenly Father, whole irefull countenance 
maketh the carth to tremble,the heauens to bow, Nebmn :. 
the ſeas to be dried vp, the rockes to rent, and the 
mountaines to melt away with feare? And wha 
then (ha!l we —_ bur that the houſes - the 
HMerozites, which they d by their policieto 
continue, were now ekedbs the breath of Gods 

C mouth, 


Plat. 
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month,and for everruinated by bis curſe? Doubt- 
leſſe as itisa fearefu)l thing to fall into the bands 
of God, lo is it as horrible alſo to be curſed by the 
mouth of God. 

W hat ſhall I ſpeake of this , that they were re- 
puted execrable of the people of God, that the 
were cut off from the Common- wealth of Iſrael, 
that they were as Ilericho and other Cities ofthe 
Canmanites, deuoted vnto deſtrution ? So that as 
the Citie of Rome when they condemned © an. 
lius of treaſon, vied this Pretace; Aanlixe eras 
mihi cum pracipites agebas Senones; pofiquam mu- 
tari cepiſti, fattus es vnuw ex Senonibus : When 
thou threweſt downe the Galls from the Capitol, 
then waſtthou to me Hanlins, that is, faithfull 
and deare; but fithence thou art now changed, I 
eſtecme thee no better then one ofthe Galls : E- 
uen ſo ſaid Iſrgel vnto the Herozites; As long 
as you ioyned with vs againſt Canaay,we counted 
you our brethren, but now you are changed and 
eftranged fromvs, you are no better then the cur. 
ſed Cananites. Surely this was verie grieuous to 
be anathematized by the people of God, but it 
was not all; for no doubt & conſideration of 
their owne ſinne did ſo lancinate and torment 
their guiltie conſciences, that they had a taſte and 
prelibation of thoſe helliſh rorments, the ful- 
nefle wherof they did afterendure,ifthey did not 
repent. 

This was the heavie weight of the curſe of Me- 
79z, whoſe puciſhment who fo lifteth to drape, 
r 
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let himeſchew their fonle and ygly ſinne,whichis | 


the ſecond part I promiſed to declare. 

2. Now peraduenture you will marucile why 
ſo heauic a iudgement was pronounced againfta 
ſinnethat may ſceme light, becauſc it was but the 
o#mi[cion of a dutie they ſhould haue done. 

Butifyoutake the ballance of the Lords San- 
Ruarie, and put thereiato the (1ane of Meroz, you 
{hall find ic would weigh down heauen and earth, 
and never be counterpoiſed till it came to the 
-bottome of hell. Ir was not a ſingle linne, as a 
man would thinke at the firſt ſight, but a mon- 
- ftrous ſione, made and compounded of many o. 
. thers, as the words of4ny T ext doe make ma- 
nifeſt. | 

1. For behold, they tame nor, and that was 
ſtothfulneſſe_. 
to helpe, and that was vwmercifulneſſe_. 
the Lord; that wickedneſſe_. 
ag4inft the mightie, and that was feareful- 

neſſe-. 

Firſt, if they had dwelled farre off, their lazi- 
neſſemight have beene excuſed; if they had nor 
beene called, their ſinne had been ſomewhat ligh- 
tened; if they had come,though ſtarting backe; as 
the Ephraimites did in the day of battaile, their 
offence had beene much leſſened. Buralaſle!they 
were neere, and were ſolemnely called , and yer 
neuer came out of the doores to helpe their bre- 
thren. 

. Oſenlelefſe and or I Merozites, whom 
| 2 nei- 
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neither the warlicke trumpets of battell, nor the 
whirling noyſe of ſo many yron Chariots, nor the 
beating of ſo many harſes hoofes, nor the skrikes 
and outcries of ſuch a multitude of men , could 
once awake from the {lumber of (infull ſecuritie. 
Doubtleſſe theſe Herozires were given to their 
caſe, and therefore vnwilling they were to trouble 
themſelues with that hote bickering ; but they 
ſhould haue conſidered that of Salomon ; Eaſe lay. 
eth the fooliſh, and the proſperitie of fooles deſtroy. 
eth them. 

Againe, What wwmercifulneſſe was it in them 
to hide themſelues from their owne fich, thatis, 
their brethren, both by nature and by religion, e- 
ſpecially in that great danger when their liues lay 
at ſtake, their kingdome like to be vſurped , and 
themſclues readie to be'deuoured of their gafily 
and bloudie enemies ? Salomon (aith , that The 
mercies of the wicked are meere cruelties, and ſuch 
indeed was the mercie of theſe men of Aeror, 
without loue, without pittie, without the bowells 
of compaſſion toward their brethren. 

Oh, but peraduenture they thought it skilled 
not much, whether they went into the ficld or no, 
ecaule if God meant to giue them vidtorie , hce 
would then ſurely doe it without their aſhfiance, 
As though euery man were not bound by the, 
rule of charitie, as much as in him lies, to belpe- 
Gods cauſe, and to defend the weake from the- 
opprefhon of the mightie. A notable inſtance 


whereof we haue in the booke of Heir. For 
when 
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when as P«rim was gone out againſt the lewes, 


and A //uerus had made a bloudie decree to reot yg, ; 


all chat Nation vtterly out of bis land,noble Mor. 
dechay perſwaded Heſter, to interpoſe her ſelfe a 
mediatrix vnto the King for the falctie of her 
Country-men the Iewes ; who when the feared 
and caft many doubts, Hordechay did ſharpely 
reply, Thatit ſhe negleRed to relieve the Church 
and children of God, deliverance ſhould ſurely 
come by ſome other meanes, but ſhe and her fa. 
thers houſe ſhould furely periſh : Euen ſo ſhould 
the Merozites baue thought, That howbcir the 
Lord would by his ftrong hand, and ſtretched our 
arme have delivered his people, yet ſhould not 
. the vnmercifulneſſe of Meroz, haue eſcaped ven- 
-geance, whoſe bard and flintic hearts either knew 
.not their brethrens milerie ; or it they knew it, 
, they conlidered ir not; or if they conlidered,they 
- pitried it not; or if they pirtied, they relicued it 
- hot; butas mach 3s in them lay, ſuffered them 
to bedeuoured of their oppreſſours. 

Doubtleſſeir was fauage and barbarous /mma- 
, aitte, (© to forſake the caule of their deare hre- 
thiren: But whar doe | ſpeake of rmmanitiefht was 
. no ledethan wicked tmpretie,' nor onely becauſe 
they were cruell againſt the Lord in that they 
helped nor his children , who areas deare to him 
as he apple of his eye; bur alſo becauſe it was 
the Lords quarrell in a ſpeciall regard, 

The I'raclites and the Cananites did now fight, 


ron vier imperaret, ſed viereſſet, as Tully ſpeakes 74, 
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ofche Romans and Carthaginians ; not ſo much 
whether ofthem ſhould beare ſway , as whether 
of them ſhould ſolely remaine in the land. Nei- 
ther was it onely the queſtion, whether of the two 
Nations ſhould be letr alive , bur alſo by conſe- 
quent, whether the God of 1/racl, orthe Idols of 
the Canarites (hould be worſhipped. They did 
not ſo much ſtrive for the bounds and territories 
of the earth, as for the priuiledges and hefts of 
heauen, 

For it was now the queſtion, whether I z # 0- 
v a # (ſhould fit ftill berweene the Cherubines, 
and fill the Tabernacle with his glorious preſence; 
or whether he ſhould goe from Iſrael, and in ſtead 
thereof, Dagon, Moloch, Chemoſh , and other ab- 
hominations of the Heathen ſhould be adored. 
Seeing then that the worſhip of God wasin ſo 
great hazard,inreſpe& wherot we ſhould efteeme 
all worldy things but as drofle and dung , how 
wicked and irreligious were the Merozztes, who 

reſ9 calmeand (ilentinthe Lords quarrel? 

; r9e Oh ! but peraduenture they feared the diſplea- 
ſureof King /abinzthey feared bis horſes, bis cha- 
riots, his ſouldiers, and his great power : they 
doubted the great armie of the Cananites would 
deuoure the 1ſraclites, cuen asthe Oxelicketh vp 
the grafle? \ 

And what was that butacarnall diffidence,and. 
2 foule diſtruſt of Gods mercie? Why did they- 
not remember the wonders which the Lord bad 
done for their Fore-fathers inthe land of. Egypt? 
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"Had they forgotten the redde ſea, the pillar of 
cloud, and the Manns in the deſert? Or if theſe 
things were too ancient, could they not call to 
mind, bow they were deliuered ary A from the 
Cananites by Ehud a man lame of his right hand, 7u4g. ;. 
who ſlew Eg/on King of Meab : and by Sham- 
gar from the Philiſtines, who ſlew five hundred 
of them with an Oxe goade? Euen fo it pleaſed 
» God by weak inftruments to bring mightic things *. cw. 1. 
» to paſſe, that the whole honour might redound 
- vnto his name, and that bis people might wholly 
. rely vpon his ſauing health. 
* And why then ſhould Meroz feare that the 
«Lords arme was ſhortened that hee could not 
. helpe,or his will changed that he would net re. 
lieue ? But if they had beene aſſured that they 
ſhould hauc loft the ield,and all beene put to the 
edge of the ſword, they ſhouldnot haue feared 
them that could haue tiled rhe bodies, but rather Mai to. 
him that could throw both bodie and ſoule into hel 
. fre. And therefore the Merozites were veric © 
. fooliſh for feare ofthe anger of men, to fall inco = 
. the curſe of God. Not valike ones, who flying tors :. 
vato Tharſis for feare of Nineueh, fell into the 
Sea, and the belly ofthe Whale. So fare it is that 
. he who is not willing to be a Martyr of God, ſhall 
- nilling be made a Martyr of the Devil; and he that 
. will not ſuffer for 4 good cauſe nts ſalvation; (hall 
- be ſure to ſuffer for a bad cauſe vnto condernane- 
tion. 
And this DoQtrine (right reuerend Auditors) 
goeth 
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goeth ncere euecric one of vs, both Miniſters of. - 


the Word, and Miniſters of Juftice. For we can - 
be content #0 helpe the Lord, that is, to reproue 
and puniſh ſinne in the inferiour and balcr fort of 
the people ; but when we ſhould he/pe the Lord 
4gaimit the mightie Anachims, and great men of 
the World, woe is meto tel]!our hearts doe faint, 
our courage is abated, and our minds are vtterly 
danted; not vnlike them of whom 7:+emiec ſpen- _ 
keth, They bend their tongues as their Bowes for | 
lies, but they haue no courage for the truth. | 
O noble Caleb, as was thy name,lo was thy na-. 
ture. For Caleb lignifies, as it were an heart , and- 
thou waſt heartic and couragious in the Lords 
cauſe. T bou choſeſt Hebronto expell the CAne- 
chimsthe mightic Gyants from the citic: bur alas 
we loſe not Hebron but Heanen for feare of Ans- 
chim. | 
But let vs returne vato the Merozites, who per- 
aduenturethought chemſelues innocent, becaulc 
they tooke no part againſt Iſrael, nar yet ioyne 
with the King of Canaan, Wherein they were 
much deceiued. For as the Lord abborreth all- 
Y terques, ſuch as were they that halted betwixt + 
God and Baal, and they that ſpake both of the lan. 
guage of Alhdodand Canaan, and they that were 
neither hote por colde, but lukewarme : even lo can 
the Lord as little endure thoſe politique Neu- - 
eng which were neicher with him nor agyiinſt - 
im. 
'I readein Zjiwie, chat when the Romans and the 
| Albans 
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Albans were at warres together, anoble man cal- 
wed Herins Sufferins doubting whether would 
the vpper hand, ioyned with neither armie, 
ut bouered on a hil with his forces berwixt both, 
«till he ſaw whither the viQorie did incline ; with 
«which trecherie,the Romans (being conquerors) 
«were ſo oftendcy,that they tore him in pieces with 
wilde Horſes : A juſt puniſhment for one that 
Jvould ſtand neutrall when his Countrie was like 
$0 be ouerthrowne ; which as they knew by the 
Law of Nature, ſo doe we know by the Word of 
»- God,that in matters of Religion and execution of 
- Iuſtice, neutralicie is alwaies execrable. Our blel- 
ſed Sauiour hath giuen vs the rule: He that is not Luc. 9. 
with me, he is again? me, and he that gatherath not 
pith mee, ſcattereth abroad. . 
_ Nowitany manthinke, that though the ſinne 
of cMerez was very great, yet it was the leſle, be- 
- cauſe as they did not helpe, ſo they did not hurt 
- the people of God ; let him remember, that as 
- firmely as wearc hound to_gſchew exil, fo firme- 
«ly are we bound to gee good when time and opor. 
tunitie doth require. And ſo I will conclude the 
finne of « Meroz with this one corollarie : That it 
- is not ſufhciene for you(rightreuerend brethren) 
. to be harmeleſſe and innocent men, and to doe no 
- injyic vnto others, bur you mult alſo ſuccgvr and 
. relieye your brethrenin their good cauſes, by your 
» ſubitance,by your counſaile, and by your asthori- 
« tie, which are the golden Talents whereot you 
muſt giue an account at the latter day. 


For 


ARtnei. 20. 


2 (or-5.10. 


; Oatth, 25s 


Jan. :.13- 


. Application 
generallro 
the p:clent 
cccalion, 


Freachedin 


Deuonſlkuc, 


18 The Curſe and 


For when the T hrones ſhall be ſet in heaven, «+ 
and the Bookes opened, and the Sonne of man # 
ſhall hold the great athſes of the worldjto giue to - 
cueric nan according 10 hit workes; it ſhall not 
then ſo much be inquired, what-ſinnes thou baſt » 
commilicd, as what ductics thou haſt omitted; - 
what euill thou haft done, as what good thou haſt - 
left wndone 4 what afts of crneltie thou baſt rffe-+ 
tted, as what atts of charirrethou bafſt neoletfed. 
It ſhall then be examined, whether thou feddeito 
Chriſt, when thou ſaweſt him hungrie , and cloa- 
thedſt Chriſt, when thou ſaweft him naked, and wvi- * 
ſuedit Chriſt, when thou ſaweſt him impriſoned,and * 
ina word, whether thou deliveredſt Chrift when 
thou ſaweſt him oppreſſed. Then ſhall mercie re-e 
toyce againith indgement ,as S* James ſpeaketh, and. 
indgement ſhall be mercileſſe vmo them that ſhew. 


no mercice_.. 


[therto haue I lanched forth (right Honou- 

rable) ſtraight forwardinto the depth of my 
Text ; and now, fearing to be carried too far with * 
the plealant blaſtof your attention, I will firike 
ſayles, and ſpeedily returne vnto the ſhore. 

For perhaps ſome man will pull mee by the 
ſleeve, and ſay, Gatd Aartioum Legibus ® What * 
bath a Text of VWarresto dee with the affaireagt * 
Peace ? Whatis Canaan vnto: Enoland ? What is * 
Meroz vato Devon f Or what isthe battle of the 
Cananites vnto this ſctled judgement which is 
now to begin? 

Yes 
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Yes ſurely, ifwe looke about vs, we ſhall finde 
that the curſed Cananites doe cuerie where a- 
bound, and ſo much the more dangerouſly fight 

inſt vs, becauſe they come not into a pitched 
eld.as they didof old, bur lie ſecretly in ambuſh 
to hurt the innocent. 

And what are theſe great Afhiſes which you 
have in hand, bur as it werea great battaile,wher- 
in both Iudges and Iuſtices, and Counſailors,and 
Jurors,and cuerie one in his ranke muſt fight, not 
with the ſharpeneſle of weapons, bur with the 
ſeueritic of the Lawes , againſt rhe Romiſh Cana- 
rites, the bloudie Pereſites, and the wicked 1ebu- 

ſites which ſecketo difturbe the peace of our I[- 
rac] ? Behold our two gracious Princes, firſt Deb. 
bora and now Barac, haue for many yeares con. 
tinued this battle of Tuſtice, to the comfort of the 
godly,to the confuſton of the wicked,to the won- 
der and aſtoniſhment of the whole World. It 
may truely be faid, that in the daies of their pre- 
deccſſors the high waics were vnoccupied , and 
trauellors walked rhrovgh by-waies, by reaſon 
of the multitude of theeues and robbers;and that 
which was moſt horrible, the Remiſh Tabin did 
keepe the ſoules and conſciences of meg in a miſe. 
rable flauery, vntill our late Debbora roſe vp a 
motherin Iſrael, who brake the Cananirtiſh yoke, 
and brought in the halcionian dayes of peace, 

which by the goodneſſe of God, and our bleſſed 

Barac, we doe ſtill enioy. And yet I know not 


bow it commeth to paſſe, that many reliques of 
.D 2 the 
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the Cananites , that is to ſay, idolatrous Papifts 
and cruell robbers, and bloudic oppreſlors of the 
poore, and many other enormous offendors doe 
yet remaine in the midft of our land. And what 
is the cauſe of this confuſion ? Surely one of the 
greateſt cauſes of our miſcrie is this, that ſuch as 
ought ro come to theſe Aſfiſes, and ro fight the 
Lords battles againſt ſinne and ſuperſtition, are 
negligent in comming to helpe the Lord inthe ex- 
ecution of juſtice. 

For to ſpeake nothing of them that come nor 
at all, whereof ſome with Reaben abide among 
the Sheepe-folds to heare the bleating of their 
flockes, they are couctows ; ſome with Gilead tar- 
rie beyond 7erdan, in the greene fields and me- 
dowes of their delights, they are volupinoms ; 
ſome with Da» remaine in ſhips, and are = 
the Seas, in heart doting vpon their Romilh I» 
dols, they are ſuperſtitiousy ſome with AHeroz, 
hidethem(ſclues at home inthe dearne cells of di- 
ſiruſt, and they are t#merovsz How few, I lay, of 
thoſe that doe come,to this iudiciarie held , doe 
come as they ought, wich care and conſcience to 
helpe the Lord againſt the mightie_ ? Nay moſt 
part of them (woe 1s me totell!) come not to, 
helper, but to hurt the Lord ; to fight for falſhood- 

. againſt truth, for wrong and iniurte azainſtiuſtice, - 
for Poperic and Supcrſtition againſt Religion ; - 
Who as they are guiltic of the finne of :Aeros, 
fo ſhall the curſe of Meroz vndoubredly light vp. 


on them. For the Lord hath ſaid it, whoſe ſen- 
tence 
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tenice is vichangeable, whoſe wildome is inſu- 
gable, and whoſe power is vnreſiſtable. 

Be ir farre from me (my Lords) to bring you 
within the compaſle of this curſe, whole integri- 
. tic hath beenc approucd both of God and man, 
. We were vathankfulTif we Thould not acknow- 

ledge that your Lord(hips have marched yaliant- 
ly inthis batraile of [uſtice,and haue alreadie dip- 
ped your ſcetinthe bloud of Gods enemies. 

Yet muſt you conſider that the Cananites are 
like the Monſter Hydra, wherewith Hercules did #4r4. 
fight, who when he had cur off one head, another 
did ſtill ariſe in; his place. Wherefore let me be- 

- feechyouto come and he/pe the Lord afrelh in 
this battell, Yp Debbora, ariſe Barack thou ſonne 
of _Abionam , and leade thy captinitie captine_. 
Set vpon the reliques ofthe. Cananites , and firſt 
thoſe obſtinate Papiſts, who are left amongſt vs, 
to bethornesin our (ides, and prickes in oureyes, 
for our vnthankfulneſle vnto God. 

I know the Lawes of our Land doe deale fauo- 

- rably withthoſe ——_— Recuſants, who willnot 

once comeinto the T emple withold Simeon,that Luc, z, 
they might imbrace Chriſt ; nor ence heare the 
Word preached with Candaces eunuch, thatthey 44.8. 
might be conuerted vnto Chriſt : but are likethe 

.deafe Adder, which clappeth one of his cares 

.cloſe vnto the ground, and with his twining tayle 
ſtoppeth the other, that bee may not bacarethe 
voice of the Charmer, charn.e he ncuer fo wilely. 


And therefore of them I may fay little, faue cnn 
Wil 
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wiſh that as they refuſe to come into our Chor. 
ches when they arc alive, ſo they might haue the 
buriall of an Aﬀe, and their carkaſſes be throwne 
vpon a dunghill after they are dead. 

But for the Prieſts and 7eſ«ites , who like the . 
Diuell goe about continually, in ſecret corners, ſee-- 
king whom they may dewoure, who labour to with- 
draw the hearts oi the people from their naturall 
Soueraigne, vnto /abi» of Rome; it is high time to 
take the nayle of the Lawes into your left hand, 
andthe hammer of execution into your right,and 
to picrce the head of Popilh Siſcraes; yea double 
and redouble your blowes vpon them, vntill you 
hbaue quite nayled them vnto the ground : which 
if you doe, the bleſſing of Ifracl ſhall light vpon 
you, and the power of 74b;»the Prince of darke- 
neſſe ſhall be much weakened in this our Land. 
Oh daughter Babylon, worthieto be deſtroyed, bleſ- 
ſed ſhall he be that taketh thy children,and daſheth 
them againſt the ſtones. 

Another ſort of wicked Cananites there are,no 
lefle dangerous then the former, I meane thoſe - 
cruell Oppre/ſours, who by their power, riches and - 
Giebdo on pprelie the poore in the gate; and 
that which is molt horrible,vndgr the colour of 
juſtice, by tyring chem out by long and tedious 
courſes of Law. This is a crying linne, which 
ringeth intheeares of God, and doth certainely 
draw downe vengeance vpona Land, if it be not 
reformed. For when the Lord maketh inquiſition 


for blond, he remembreth it, and forgetteth n6t the 
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_— of the pooreÞ. By how much themore 
all Chriſtian Magiſtrates, who aregods, ſhould in :. wr x. 
this imitate God, namely in taking vengeance 
ypon oppreſſours,and in deliuering the poore our 
of their hands. The glorious Throne of Salomen < 
, which was made of Iuory and covered with gold, r.xiag.io. 
» had ftayres to leane vpon, which were along & 1222 
- xi:546, that is, Lyons, & hands curiouſly wrought; 
. to lignifie (as ſome thinke) that itis the duerie of 
. a good Princeand Magiſtrate to bea couragious 
» Lyon to deftroy oppretlours, and to be a hand of 
- ſuccour to relieve the wronged. 
Surely, oppreſſion isthe riteſt finnein this land, 
Let a man caſt his eyes vnto all iudiciall procee- 
dings, and it commonly fallech our, _ vbig. 
4acet, the weaker goes f hrly ro the walls. 
There is a prettie Embleme in Alciat: 


Piffics los aurata rapit medio aquore Sardas : 


The filly Sprats beeing vader the Water, are 
«chaſed vp and downe by the great gilt heads, and 
-it they ſpring our of the Sea for feare, they are 

quickly deuoured of the greedie Seamewes : cuen 
«lo the poore people, if they live quietly at home; 
. they arc iniured by their rich neighbours , and if 
, they ſeeke abroad ro be relieued by the Law, they 
aremany times ouerthrowne , though their cauſe 
begood. And wheres the fault? Surely a field 
may be loſt vnder the conduRion of the worthi- 


eſt Capgaines. 
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And therefore I muſt intreat alſo the Tuftices 
ofthe Bench to helpe the Lord in this buſineſle, 
W ho as they are like thoſe threeſcore firong men 
about the bed of Sa/omon, who had cueric one his 
ſword vpon bis thigh for the feare by night,Cavr. . 
3. ſo ſhould they draw out the ſword of their au- 
thoritie as farre as they can, for ſuppreſſing of the . 
wicked, and for defending of the good, tharthe. 
bed, which isthe peace and quietneſle of our S4- , 
lomon, may be preſerued. | 

What ſhould I ſpeake of Counfailors who are « 
Capraines and Coronels in this bartel ? they . 
come to helpe the Lord againſt the mightle ? Yes 
ſurely, ſo long as they doe faithfully deliver the 
Oracles of the Law ; but if they helpe to peruert 
juſtice, and to turne it into Wormewood,eyther by, 
defer:ding failhood,or impugning the truth, they. 
ioyne with the Cananites againſt the Lord, I am 
not ignorant how an Heathen Orator ſaid well, 
Thata Iudge muſt alwaies follow the truth, bur a . 
Counſailor may preſfſethe probalilitie of his Cli-, 
ents cauſe ; which-I grant in a doubtfull matterto - 
be often true , but when their conſciences doe « | 
know that a cauſe is naught , how impious is it, 
then to take fees, orto giveany on to OUer-, 
throw che truth? Therefore againſt ſuch I muſt. 
pronounce the curſe of Iude, Woe vnto theys 

for they haue gone in the way of Cain, and runne 
greedily afrer the errour of Balaam for reward, 
and periſhed in the gain. ſaying of Core. You know 
that Ba/aamm was teEpted by theglittering gold of | 
Balac, 


Crime of Meroz, 25 


Balacto deuiſe curſed counſel] againſt the people 
of God ; bnt what came of ut? I he vengeance of 
God followed him vpen the heeles, and he was 
Nlaine in the battle by the ſword of 7o/hua. Oh 
theri keepe your tongues from enilland your lips that pry yy (1, 
thry ſpeake no exile Þ. 
Bur-] may not forget the Iurors and \Vigneſſes, 
in whom the chicſcſt ſirength o! the tudiciary bat- 
. taile doth coniiſt. T hey arc iddeed by our Lawes 
. the higheſt Iudges in matter of fact,and therfore 1 
muſt ſay vnto them: Are your minds (ct Upon rieh. PA.48.1. 
teouſneſſe,and doe y0u indge the thing that ts right , 
0 ye ſons of men? Do you come hither to helpe the 
Lord of Heaucn,or iataerto plealureand gratifie 
yourcarthly Lords? Doe you come wich fingle 
and conſcionable hearts to further iullice, or ra- 
ther with partiall and corrupt aſfcions to per. 
uert iudgement ? I would ro God you wereinno- 
. cent (my Brethren) but ſure, an exi{/ report, and 
ſcandalous is gone out of you. Ir is ſaid (I know 
, not how truly ) that ſome of you haue weritorias 
- linguas, as a talſe Empreſle did fallely obict vn- 
to agood Philoſopher; that is, you arecoriupted 
. with coyne to ſpeake and tolweare;cither contra- 
. ric or beſides your conſciences. Oh thenremem- 
berthatof Jeb : 7 he congregation of the hypocrite Job. x7, 
ſhall be deſolate, and fire ſoall denoure the houſes of 
bribes. 
As the Prophet fore-told that Manaſe (ould fa yg. xt, 
be againſt Zphraim,and Ephraim againlt Manaſſe, 
and both againſt /a&i/z{o 15 there ſu:cb puiling and 
E batting 
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balling in Turies, that ſome are for the plaintife, 
{ome tor the defendant, and both many times a+ 
gainſt the truth, Ot ſuch people , Chryſoitome_s 
excellently ſpeaketh in his fourteenth Homily to 
the people of Antioch : As hrtle children wha . 
wich great force draw a long rotten rope contra-- 
rie waies, doe breakethe rope, and failing back-. 
wards wound themlelues, ſome in the head, ſome 
inthe ſhoulders,and ſome jn other parts of their 
bodie: Euen fo they that ſtriving in 1udgement to . 
contrarie purpoſes doe breake the religion of an - 
oath, doc dangerouſly wound their ſoules, 2nd - 
both drop downe into the bottom. fle gulfe of 
Periutie ; who when they Jay their hands vpon 
the Booke to ſweare, would io God they would. 
remember that fine Booke in the 5. of Zacha-. 
rie, which being ewentie cubits Jong, and ten cu-. 
bits broad, was full of curſes and woes apainft. 
chem that ſwearefalſly; yea ſuch cures as ſhould, 
remaine inthe midſt of cheir houſes, and conſume. 
both the timber and the ſtones thereof. 

Surely, it makes my fi:ſhro_ tremble, and my 
rongue to cleaue vnto the roote of my mouth, 
when I conſider that after ſo many yeares preach. 
ing ofthe Law, as it were with thunder and I'ghe- 
ning 'rom mount S7#44,and of preaching the Gul 
pel as from mount $70», there ſhou!d be fo little. 
account made of ſwearingand forſwearing as yes - 
thereis. Oh ref it not in Cath, nay publiſh it not in 
the ſtreets of CAskelon, left the daughters of the 


Philiffims reioyee, left the uncircumciſed be glad. 
Plinie, 
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. PÞPlivie, who was a great Philoſopher, but an ris. 
- Atheift; one of the chieteſt reaſons tbat perſwaded 
. him there was no God, was becaufe when men 
were brought into the Capitol of Rome to [weare, 
and finod there before rhe Image of 1ppirer, 
which hel1 a chunderbolc in his hand, as jt were 
to take vengeance of the wicked, yet, faith hee, 
. fulminantem pticrant Jouem,they periured them- 
- ſclues before 1uptter that threatned to be reuen- 
- ged of their periurie. That was but a weake rea- 
fon to perſwade Pliniethere was no God; but it is 
. a reaſon to thinke them flat Atheiſts, who taking 
- an oarh not by Jupiter a talle God , but by 7chs. 
. ah the lining God, (vnto whom all chings are na- 
ked and open befcre his eyes) doe notwithſtan- 
. ding cither diſſemble the truth which they are 
. frworne to reueale ; or overthrow the truth which 
. they arefworne to maintain, or ſmother the trurh 
. Which they are ſworn to bring to light. This is an 
horrible fin, and too roo common : yer am I per- 
ſwaded better things of many of you (beloned 
Brethren) and ſuch as accompanie (aluation, and 
therefore I exhort you in Gods name, that you 
will iodge iuſtly, and follow the 1rath in loue,with- 


ont reſpett of any mans perſon, 


F haue read in Diodorws Siculus an ancient Hi. Diadora $- 


« Forian, tharrhe old Egyptians bad their Judges *'* 
- fer forth in imagerie,in ſuch ſagr, thar the chietfeſ! 
- Judge hadarabler of Saphire ſtone hanging abour 
- his necke, wherein veritte was ingrauen, his eyes 


. were cloſed, and a number of bookes were laid a- 
E 2 bout 


PÞO'nt.*7. 
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bout him ; to note, that a Iudge muſt only reſpe& . 
the truth, hauing no regard vnio the perſons , but - 
vnto the caule which he mult carefully learne, 
Pur it you ſcorneto learne your dutic of Hea- 
theniſh people, I commend vnto you theexample. 
of holy 795, who farid,and no doubr truely oft. 
ſella bong in place of iudgement as you are :/ put - 
04 iuſtice azd it conrred me , my tndeement was as- 
arobe anda Crowne. I was e575 vnto the blind, and 
feet wnto the lame, I was a father vmis the poore. 
Andleſt you ſhould thiake he was more puttiſull 
theniul,marke what tolloweth, And when 1 knew. 
not a canſe, 1 diligently ſought it out. Thus if you 
doe, thc eare that hearcs you {hall bleſſe you, and 
theeyethat ſees you, (hall witnefle vnto you, and 
the blefling of him that is rcadie to periſh (hall 
come vpon you. Butifon the other (ide, you ſhal 
cither take areward io hurt the innocent, or hinder- 
theright of the Siranger, the widow , and the Fa-. 
therleſſe , yea or doe this worke of the Lord negli- 
gently, and vnfaithfully, Curſed ſha# you be inthe 
fidld, and curſed in the towne ;, curſed ſhall bee your 
basket and yoxr dowe. Curſed ſhall be the fruit of 
your bodies, the fruit of your Land, the increaſe of 
your Kine, and the flockes of your ſheepe. Ina word, 
all the curſcs of the I aw, like ſo many tbunder- 
bolcs (hall light vpon you, and Let aft the people 
ſay, Amen. jm 
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Be patient therefore, Brethren, wnto the commi 


of the Lord : Behold the Husbandman gs 
ec. 


d.z S they that build in friths and armes 
SY of the Sea (right Worſhipfull and 
— well beloued) doe ar a low water 

GW fortific the place with ſome ſtrong 

ne wire to kcepaway thetide,leſt their 
worke ſhovld be ouercome by the reflowing O.- 
cean : even ſo the children of God, who are ſpiri- 
tually co be build. d vpon the carth , as in the ra- 
ging ſea of troubles and affli tions, muſt inthe 


rranquillitie oftheis mind, fence themlclues - 
rac 
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the inexpugnable bulwarke of Patience” , left 
whencroſles doc happen (which happen at one 
time or other vnto all,) the deepes of heauineſſe 
breaking out, ſhould onerflow their ſoules, and 
beare downethe precious edifice of faith and pie- 
tic begun in them. T he which poynt of heauen- 
ly wildome wiſhing to be rooted in your religi- 
ous breaſts, I have made choyceof theſe words of 
Saint /ames, wherein he doth ſweetly comfort 
the poore Chriſtians of his time, who being as 
Lillies arzong the Thornes, were pricked and rent - 
b: 2 with the iniucies and oppreſhons of their fellow -. 
brethren. And albeit this my Tcxt may ſecme 
to be like vnto that Wine Salomon 1duiled ro 
gine onely to theſe that haur griefe of heart , that 
drinking they may forget their pouertie , and re- 
member their miſcrte no more; yer, if by your 
patient atrention you ſhall (hew chat you love 
and imbrace this excellcne vertue of patience, I 
{þ4l,by che aſſiſtance of Gods Spirir,makeir'plain, 
that cueric one which hearcth mee, may receive 
ſome wholſome inſtrution out of this Texr, 
wherein there be contained 
Fi. The Exhortation , Bee patient, 
Two prin- | Brethren. 
cipall <2. The Morive of this patience, 
Parts. | whichisthe fountain of all Chri- 
LC Mftiancomfort, namely, The com- 
Tbeſſa.t-6:7+ ming of onr Lord, when as he ſhall recompence tri- 
bulation wnto them that trouble , and wnto them 
that are tronbled,reſt.But becauſe fleſh and blond 
i» being 


Pros, 
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| being impatient of delay, will traight reply, Oh 
but that day is farre hence, and the hope thereof 
being deferred, is the fainting of the heart ; hee 
therefore meeteth with that exception by a 
double reaſon, the onetaken from the example of 
Husbandmen who doe patiently waite for the 
former and later raine, to receixe onely the fruit of 
the earth : the reddition of which compariſon be- 
ing implyed, is, that we ſhould much more pati- 
ently expe the great harueſt of the Lord, where- 
in we that now goe weeping and ſow precious ſeede, Fſal. 1645,6. 
ſhall igyfully reape the bleſſed ſheaves of immorta* 
litie. Wa the other reaſon, he viterly denyeth the 
obicion, and vrgeth, that the comming of the 
Lord is neere at hand, and ſo iterateth his exhor- 
tation , incouraging them to be patient , andto 
ſettle their hearts. 

ThisTI take to be the true meaning and moſt 
naturall azalyſis of my Text: all the parts where- 
of I intend nat particularly to handle at this time, 
but in the exborrationto inſert the reaſons , be- 
ingas it werethe ſinewes and bones wherein the 
"Ra and vigour of the exborration doth con- 
iſt, 

Firſt then wee muſt vnderftand, that this holy 

- patiepce whereunts the Apoſtle doth ftirre vs vp, 
-1s nota quiet ſufferance of cuils ariſing either from 
a ſenceleſle ſtupiditic of the mind which is bur 
brutiſh, or from ſome morall good end which is 
but Heatheniſh,or from ſome bad and euill pur. 

- pole which is but diucJb(h ; buxit is a ſacred ver- Defnicie. 
F rue 
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cue and ſlip of charitie , engraffed in vs by the ho- , 
ly Ghoſt, wherby we entirely ſubmicring our wils , 
vnto the will of God, doe chcarefully beare all , 
wrongs,croſles, and 2fflitions, without grudg- , 
ing at men, or repiring at God; and that torthe , 
glorie of bis name, for the benefit of his Church, 
and for the performance of bis Commande. , 
ments. 
The which heroicall vertue being farre above 
the reach ofmans natural powers, -it pleaſed the 
Lordeo teach by a rarc example, the wonderand - 
aſtoniſhment ofall ages. For behold he thar was . 
impaſſible,and could ſuffer nothing did asit were . 
evacuate himſelfe, that he might ſuffer all things, . 
and becomea perfet mirrqur of patience for vs to . 
behold: whoſe onely death,if it beduely conſide- 
red, is moſt effeQuall to appeaſe all vaquier and 
rumulruous humors in our hearts. 
What contumelies did he ſuffer ? what injuries . 
did he endure? what torments did he beare ? and. 
In $3.79, Yer never complained, but ſtood as a harmeleſle . 
Mat.26. 67, Sheepe before the Shearer , not opening his month. 
Mark.8. 23 They reprochfully ſpit vpon his face, who bad a 
little before reſtored the blind by his ſpittle. They 
reuvilcd that name, which maketh all creatures, 
Pbilz. 9.16. both Angels, and men, and Divels to tremble. 
eb,:7.19, They buffeted him with the palmes of their . 
hand, and crowned him with thornes, who crow- 
neth his children with garlands of glorie, and 
putteth palmes of vitorie into their hands. T hey 


{tripped him of his robcs, and gaue bim gall and 
vinegar 
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vinegar to drinke, that bad drunken vnto them 416.7. zr. 
the cupofthenew Teſtament in bis bloud , and 77 . . 
4 had prepared a robe of righteouſneſle to cloathe 
them withall. Laſtly,they excruciated that inno- 
cent ſoule with moſt exquilite torments vpon the 
crolſe, which bare their ſorrows, and carriedtheir k/43 $3-4 
. infirmitics. And though the ſtarres were aſha- mort 
. med, the elements troubled, the earth trembled, 
- and the Sunne withdrew bis beames, as loathin 
. to ſce that horrible at ; yet was not he rouche 
with any ſparke of anger againſt his perſecutors, / 
but mildl y prayed in their — Luk. 23.34, 
them, for they know not what they doe. O more 
'. then admirable patience of the Sonne of GO D, 
- whoſe conſtant enduring of that bloudie bap- 
tiſme, cannot but animate the faithfull ſouldiers 
of Chriſt manfully ro incounter with all difficul. 
ties whatſocuer. 
In the 1. AMacch. 6. Amiochus ſhewed the t- Hah. c. 
bloud of Grapes and Mulberries vnto the Ele- 
phants to prouoke them to fight; And the holy - 
Ghoſt, in like ſort, to incourage vs patiently to 
endureall the calamities of this life , doth poyne 
vnto the bloudie paſhons of our CAeſ3ias9. And 
- henceit is that Peter proclaimeth', Chriſt hath 
. ſuffered for vs, leaning vs an example that wee 1Petauur, 
« ſbould follow his fteps. In which eps all the ble(- 
led Martyrs and Conf , the Ancient-bea- 
-xers of our Faith and dubbed K nights of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt (as Niſſen calleth them) haye troden, 
not /oning their lines vnto the death ; but cot» 
F 2 ſtantly 


36 A Sermon 

ftantly enduring, ſome of them to be conſumed in- 
the fire, ſome of them to be ſcalded with boyling- 
lead, ſome of them to be torne in pieces with the - 
racke, ſome of them to be ground in the teeth of. 
wild beaſts; and all of them to ſhed their bloud 
for the profeſſion of this faith, which hath beene 
diſſeminated into all parts ofthe world , eſpecial. 
ly by the conſtancie of their profefſſon, But be- 
cauſe this reſiſtance vnto bloud is not as yer fal- 
len vato our (hare, though God knowes how 
ſoone all of vs may be put vntoit: 

I will leaue that part of patience whichis ex. 
erciled in perſecutions, and ſpeake of that where-- 
of we haue continuall vic now inthe peace and 
quietneſle of the Church; wherein we bad need 
of patience and longanimitie both towards our , 
brethren, and towards our heauenly Father : the . 
former whereof driueth from v5 all anger and de- , 
fire of revenge againſt thoſe who haue done vs 
harme; the latter remoueth out of our minds all - 
murmuring againſt God in afflitions ſent imme- - 
diately from him, and cauſerh vs meckely to 
wait forthe complement of his promiles. 

Firſt then, we muſt bebaye ovr ſees patient- . 
ly r6wards ſuch as have wronged vs, whether it - 
bein ouf goods, or frames, our dignities, or any 
thing elſe; not onely refrayning our hands from . 
returning of violence , our tengues from ray- . 
ling, oureyes from ircfull lookes, bur even our , 
hearts alſo frem any thought or deſire of re- . 
uenge. 

Thus 
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Thus farre Philoſophic could neuer go; though 
Plotinus ſpeake of vertues, both pargatorie and Plotinw, 
| purgati animi , yet neither of them both could 
thus farre clcare the (ſight of vnderſtanding, to 
. know that cucrie motionof wrath is a ſinne ; bur 
-the wiſdome of God which framed man in his 
. perfetion, muſt needs come downe from heauen 
. to reframe him in his defeion, and teach this vn- 
couth doftrine to carnall eares, that io be angrie Hb.5-12,23, 
with a Brother vnaduiſedly,muaketh a man culpable 
of a indgement; and tocall a Brother Racha makes 
bim worthie to be puniſhed by a Connſell;, and to [ay 
unts 4 Brother FooleD, deſerues no leſſe then hell 
fire ; That we muſt loue them that hate ys , bleſſe MHaih. 5. 44. 
them thatcurſe vs, pray for them that perſecute vs, 
doe good vnto them that hurt vs , and are our ene- 
- mics; all ſtrange aphoriſmes to fleſh and bloud. 
| And yet our Saviour did not onely command 
- them, bur demonſtrate them alſo by the example r«/. 45. 
. of our Father in the Heauens, who ſhowers down 
his bleſſings vpon both good and bad, his friends 
and his foes. So that as a Father loues that childe 
. onely in whoſe face he ſeerh the forme, the linea- 
-ments,and ſimilitude of himſelfez fo will GO D 
. neither loue nor yet acknowledge any for his le- 
- gitimatechilde, whoſe heart is not ſtamped with 
this charaRer of extraordinarie charitie. 
Herethen the Prince of Philoſophers is con- 447. 
uviced to be blind, who thought that to reuenge 
- injuries isa part of magnanimitie: and Scy/la, the 5,y.. 


| - Romaine Captaine may be noted of yanitie,who 
Ft | thought 
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thought ir a great glorie to haue itengraven vpon - 
his tombe, T hat neuer any man exceeded him in - 
doing miſchiefe vnto his enemies, 

Bur, alaſle, what maruell if thoſe Heathens 
were {o fowly deceiued, and ſo vehemently infla- 
med with the fire of revenge, fithence that they 
who prefelle themſelues the Schollers of Chritt, | 
can hardly brooke the DoQrine of patience, bur . 
are even readie to ſay with the Capernaitanes, . 

16.6. lo. This xa hard ſpeech, who can endure it ? or it they . 
lend their eare vnto it foran houre, yet doe they 
ſcarcely praiſe ir once in their whole life. Nay - 
would to God that we whom wiſdome and a pu- 
rer knowledge of Chriſt ſhould purifie from all 
corrupt affetions , were free from inordinate 
wrath, anda ſecret praQiſe of reuenge. 

Cato, Cato ,the Cenſour, was wont to ſay, not ſo 
much vpon pride, as being conſcious of his owne 
knowledge, that if other men offended they were . 
to be borne with, becauſe they did ic vpon igno. . 
rance,or impotencie of aftetions ; but if bimlclfe . 
commitrred a fault, it was to be imputed co meere. 
malice, and therefore deſerued n& pardon. In 
like fort may ir be ſaid of this impatience, that if. 
the vnlearned doe ſinne therein, it is more tolle-. 
rable ; but if we that are riot onely inſtructed in . 
the Arts of humanitie, but alſo in the knowledge . 
of divine myſteries, and are as Lampes to giue , 
light vnto others, be faultic herein , ſure our mas» , 
lice muſt needes be exceeding great, and our fault . 


more hainous before God and man. 
Placa- 
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Placabilitie and meekeneſſe ſhould alwaies at- 
- tend vpon wiſdome, euen as the Virgines follow: 2. 45.14. 
— edtheQueene in« veſture of Needle-worke,P[.,5. 
And rtheretore Saint /amesinthe third Chapter of 
this Epiſtle asketh, /s any man wiſe and enduedien. xz. 
with knowledge amongſt you ? Let h1ya ſhew by good 
conuerſation his workes in meekene(ſe of wiſdome_. 
Wherefore, art thou a ruler and haſt the gouern- 
ment of people? Then halt thou plentifull mat- 
ter of exerci fas thy patience. For Xenophon hath X:nopbex. 
well obſerued in the Preface of his Hiſtorie, that 
men are more bitter and troubleſome vnto their 
rulers than any flocke of Sheepe or heard of Cat= 
rell ynto their leaders ; which Aoſes the mildeſt 
man that euer was proued to be true, whoſe pati- 
ence was ſo moucd with the vntowardneſle of his 
ynruly mulcitude, that when he came out of the 
- Mount Horeb, having talked fo familiarly with 
\ God that his face ſhone as the Sunne yer ſecing 
the people commit idolatrie, in a great rage he 
brake in pieces the Tables of the law, which were £96 g1-19. 
written by Gods owne Fingers. Andindeed this 
. is a godly ang zealous impazience,not to endure 4 
: the inivrics and diſhonors of God, but to revenge 
them wich all ſeucritie. Nay thou muſt be impa- 
tient alſoin the. wrongs done vnto thy brethren, 
like as Abraham who ayded Lot, to recouer his Gen. 14. 16- 
goods of the five Kings; for in this caſe true is 
. that of the Heathen, $7 non propulſas iniuriam *ca. 
- cum potes, facts : Thouart as much in fault as he 
- that dorhthe wrong,if thou redrefle it nor. _ 
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Butif thou draw the ſword of thy authoritie 
out of the ſcabbard to revenge thy priuate iniu- , 
ries and diſlikes, how doeft thou obay his Com-, 
Rom 13.19 mandement, who ſaid, _Auenge net your ſelues,. 
Ws. Jos but gine place wnto wrath?*forit is written, YVen- 
geance « mine, and 1 will repay, ſaith the Lord, Ro. 
12. Yea much more blame-worthy art thou, if 
thou be like vnto that furious Houſholder which 
Ecclus. 4, the ſonne of Syrach deſcribeth, Ecclus. 4. Be not 
as 4 Lyon in thine houſe , neither beat thy ſeruants 
for thy fancie , nor oppreſſe them that are vnder 
thee. 
0b. Oh but they are ſuch as doe alwaies withſtand 
So/, my will, and therefore I cannot endureit. Why, 
if thou have this Chriſtian patience which Saint 
James doth here commend, it will reprefſe inthee 
all ſuch choughts and affeftions, and thou wile 
not ſo much labour to wreſt other mens wils vn-, 
tothine, as to compole and ſubmit thine owne , 
will vnto Gods, which is,that lenitic and mode- - 
Philip, 4.5- ration ſhould be knowne wvnto all men, Philip. 4. 
wherethe Apoſtle vſeth the word &nizs, which 
ſignifieth, that wee ſhould deale with our bre- 
thren,and not in extremity of rightto revenge our 
wrongs. 
Ceſar. When Ca:s Cſar was Diftator in Rome, and 
eMetellws the T ribuneinamatterreſifted his will, 
Ceſar being not a whit offended,replyed, Nunqui. 
efficies vt 448 Ceſar mereare, Thou (halt never. 
prouoke Ceſar to be angrie at thee. A noble 
ſpeech of a Heathen Magiltrate, who m_ but 
rigen 
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driven Pompey out of Ttalie, and brought ſome 
legions of ſouldiers into the Citie, thoughtir a 
baſe ching to ſeeke revenge of one that was infe- 
riour vnto himſelfe; And ſhatl not a Chriſtian 
Gouernour who hath vanquiſhed the powers of 
daikenelle, and ſubdued many legions of Diuels, 
carrie himſelfe farre more vprighely then once ts 
thinke of burting or moleſting them that be vn- 
der his juriſdiction ? eſpecially conſidering that 
the indge ts at the deore, readie to drop downe the las, 5. 5. 

» Viols of vengeance vpen their heads, who will 
«needes take vengeance out of his hands. 

Some Philoſophers doe write, that the Be in Plivi in if 
»ftinging doth with ſuch violence thraft out her ***" 
Ning, that __ labours to hurt her enemy, 

. he deftroyes her ſelfe ; and therefore Seneca in 

his Booke of Clemencie doth wiſh, that the con- Sener, lib. ds 
-dicion of men were alike, and that ſuch as ſtudie ©9%% 
. toannoy others, might due it to their owne burr: 

But Seneca might haue (pared that wiſh ; for we 
. know (my Brethren) that he who ſeeketh to hurt a7, 
-any ofthe children of men(alrhough his encmie) 

doth not onely diſarme himſelfe of his ſpiricuall 

weapons, but alſo killeth and deſtroyeth his own 

ſoule; Sothat we had need (as our Saviour wil. 
leth bis Apoſtles) by patience to poſſeſſe ourfortes Tak. ut. 196 
- without which we [hall eucric moment loſe and 

make ſhipwracke thereof. | ; 

* But art choua priuate man, vnder the rule of 
ſome oppeſling &heoboamr, whole little finger it as 


heauic vaco theezas any _ loynes ? who whip- 


Cicero in orat. 
pro Milone, 


Ecileſe 10. 4- 


Iuniue in loc, 


Plain. 37s 
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peth thee not with roddes , but with ſcorpions. 
Here then thou muſt beware of hating him whom 
the Lord hath placed ouer thee, although he be 
vnto theeasa Lyon ora Beare. 9uid odiſſer Clo-. 
dium Milo materiam ac ſegetem ſue glorie, ſaith . 
Tull;e_-, How could M:lobare Chon who was «+ 
the matter and the ſubieR of his glorie? And wile 
thou being a Chriſtian , hate him whois the mate. 
ter of thy «cternall glorie, it thou endure ir for- 
Chriftslake?nay,rather take the aduice ofthe wile 
Preacher, Eccl. 10. When the ſpirit of thy ruler « 
incenſed againit thee , containe thy ſelfe modejtly 
withen thy dutie. Nam homo ſanans ſedat peccats 
multa, as Inniwe doth well tranſlateit ; thatis, If” 
thou labour by a dutifull ſubmiſhon to mitigate 
the furie ofthe ruler, thou ſhalt both ſtop many 
ſins which otherwiſe hee would commir, and pre- 
vent a miſchiefe which would light vpon thine 
owne head, as the Verſes following doe excel. 
lently ſhew ; Bur if his beart be hardened daily 
moreand more againſt thee, as was the heart of 
Pharaoh by ſome ſecret iudgement of God : Oh 
then ſettle thine owne heart, and remember that 
the patient abiding of the poore ſhall not periſh for 
ever, Remember how the ſoules of Martyrs 
which lay vnderthe aitar, Apoc. 6. cried, ſaying, * 
How long, Lord,which are holy and true, doeft thou . 
not tudge and auenge our bloud on them that dwell. 
on the earth ? butit was replyed, That they ſhould 
reit for a little ſeaſon wntill the number of their 
fellow-brethren was fulfilled. The which bleſſed 
yy ſpirits 


Y 


Of Patience, A3 
. ſpirits did ctie for revenge, not vpon any priuate 
. perturbation, but vpon an holy deſire of ſeeing 
.the iuſtice of God accompliſhed: the which medi- 
. ocritie becauſe wee that are cloathed with this 
earthly Tabernacle, cannot keepe, wee muſt ab- 
ſtaine from all deſire of reuenge, and tarrie the 
Lords leaſure to be ſtrong, and he will comfort our ?ſal.gr. 
hearts. 
Bur becauſe infinite are the occaſions of jar. 
ring and diſcontentment amongſt priuate men, 
which being eſteemed as iniuries, doe ſtir vp chol. 
ler & debate, let vs conſider the comandement of 
Chriſt [:hat we ſhould lone one another: | which di- 1%. 13. 34. 
vine ſong was no ſooner begun of our Sauiour, 
the ſweeteſt precentor thatever tuned Note, but 
ſtraight-waies followed the whole Quire of A. 
polſtſes and Euangeliſts, deſcanting the ſame Lef- 
ſon, and filling everie Page of their Epiſtles and 
Goſpels with precepts of Charitie. T he which 
, Charitic, if it be in vs as hote and feruent as it 
, ſhould, it would ſwallow vp all the iniuries that 
-are done vnto vs, even as 4 flaming fire which 
, burns more vehemently when ſome drops of wa- 
terare caſttherein. And herehence it is, that Paul 
weauing as it were for vs arich and glorious gar- 
ment of the = wooll of the mecke Lambe of i 
God, commandeth vs to put on the bowels of mer- Colſſ. 3-13. 
cie, kindneſſe, humbleneſſe of minde, meckeneſſe—, 
patience, forbearing one another,and forgining one 
another, if any man hane 4 quarrel againſt another. 
T his is a faire and goodly m_—_ i vs _ 
2 or 
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for indument to cover our nakedneſſe, and for- 
muniment alſo te defend vs from wrongs. For he- 
that hath thoſe ewo vertues, ey«irx; and paryeWue, + 
Gentleneſle , and Longanimitie, will doc no- 
wrong, aad yet patiently endure the iniuries of. 
others. 

Applica. Bur, alaſſe, now in theſe latter dayes, wherein 
ſelfe loue hath quitedeuoured the loue of Chriſt 
andour Brethren, ſo nice and touchous are men 
become, that they cannot endure the ſmalleſt 
wrongs ; nay the fumes ariſing from their teſtie 
and boyling tomacks, do ſo dilturbe their heads, 
the ſeate and throne of iudgement , that eucrie 
trifle ſecraeth an iniurie to be proſecuted by rigor 
of Law, nay by fireand ſword; or if abilitie and 
oportunitic be wanting , at leaſt by irreconcile- 
able hate. 

I deny not but if thou ſee that thy forbearance 
doth make thy enemic ſtill more inſolenc, inſo- 
much that the Poets ſaying doth come to paſle, 
Veterem ferends iniuriam inuitas nouwen,By bea- + 
ring the old injurie thou draweſt on a new : then» 
mayeſt thou with good conſcience lecke redreſle, 
of the Magiſtrate, FA thy minde be free from acer- - 
bific of reuenge, and onely intentiue vpon the iuſt » 
defence of thy ſelfe. As for the other two ſorts of 
priuate reuenge, they ought to be farre [rom cuc- 
rie Chriſtian hearr. 

eh. Yea, butwhatifthou canſt get no redreſſe by. 

—_ the Lan? WhSrif a mightier than thy ſelfe op-- 

prefie thee? What ifthe mind of the Indges be not 


ſer 
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ſct vpon equitie and right,” bur t#rne Iufice ints 
Wormewood , and repel! the inf complaint of the 
. pooret f Sure if this come to paſſe,ie is 06 wol- nſw. 

. der, beeing a vanitic as old as Sa/omen. I have 
ſeene (faith he) pe ns of indgement where was 
wickedneſſe , and the place of inflice where was int- 
quitie_- , Eccleſ. 3. And therefore bimſelfe gives Zecclef; y. 16, 
an Antidote againſtthe peylon, cap. 5. 1f in 4 cap.ge ue, 8. 
Conntrie thou ſceit the oppreſſion of the poore, and 
the defrauding of iudgement and initice, be not 4- 
ſtonied at the matter, for he that i higher then the 
higheſt, regardeth ; and there be higher then they. 
. Here then,if thou take vnto thee Patience, it will 
- diſpell all the anguiſh of thy ſoule, like vnto that 
« wood wherewith Aoſes made the bitter waters rxed.gg, ay, 
« of Marah ſweet and plealant : which thou mayſt 6@& = 
the better doe, if thou lift vp thine eyes into hea- 
ven, and conlider that G O D regardeth , and 
will in time make thee a full ſatisfaRtion for all 
thy wrongs. 
Teriullian hath made an exccllent Treatiſe of Tri«%ian, 
Patience, hull of fragrant and odoriferous flow- 
ers, whereof one is tis vnto this purpole z Satrs z- 
. Clones ef patientie ſequeſter Deus , ſi ininriam 
depoſucris penes eum, vitor e?, fi dammum reſtits- 
ror eſt , (i dolorem medicws eft, ſi mortemreſuſcita- 
tor eft ; Oh well is thee it thou make G O D the 
. Vimpter of thy patience. It chow purtelt thy intu- 
.mes into his hands, he will be thy auenger if thy 
. loſſ:s, ke will be thy reſtorer if thy diſeaſes, hee 
. will betby Phyſician; if chy death,he will be thy 
ray» 
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rayſer vp againe:ſothat thou ſhale be ſure to have 
iuſtice,either at theend of thy life when thou goeſt 
ynto the Lord, or at the day of iudgement when 
the Lordſhall come vnto thee. 

Antiquitie did report, that _Mchilles wea- 
pons, which the Greekes did vniultly award vnto 
llie YVly/ſes, were in a Shipwracke loſt in the Sea, 
and after by the waues thereof carryed vnto the 
Troian ſhore, and layd vponthe T ombeof 1- 
tax that had beſt right vnto them ; which whe- 
therit be a fable or true Hiſtory,it skils not much; 
the Poets thereby would repreſent the courſe of 
Tuſtice, which ar the length prevailethand get- 
techthe vpper hand. Bur we haue a more lure 
word (my Br:thren) both of the Prophers and ot 
Chriſt himſclfe,that a day of refreſhing wil come, 
and that euerie man ſhall be rewarded according 
to his workes ; the remembrance whereof makes 
vs to beare all oppreſhon and tribulation with a- 
lacritie, knowing that theſe light affliftions which 
continue but ſor a moment, doe bring with them 4 
farre more excellent and eternall weight of glo- 
THICD. 

In the Olympian combats, he wan the garland. 
that beſtowed moſt blows vpon his fellow cham-. 
pion ; butin the Liſts of Chriſt, where G O Dis. 
our Az0notheta, or Rewarder, the bleſſed An- 
gels our SpeQarors, the holy Ghoſt our Annoin- 
rer ; he beares away the Crowne that beares pas, 
tiently the blowes of his aduerſarie , and in liew. 
thereof, returneth nothing but good turnes, -1 
cauſe 
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cauſe he plainely ſhewes thereby that his enemie 
did beat the ayre onely,and never touch him with 
his wrongs. Which kind of confli&, mans nature 
. will better endure, if he doe conlider, that his 
.caſe who doth harme his brother, is farre worſe + 
.then he that receiueth wrong as C-myſo/ome doth 
well obſerue. Was not the adulterous wife of Po. 
tiphar, though ietting in her Palace , farre more Gen. ;9: 
wretched and worſe tormented then Joſeph inthe 
Stockes? Was not wicked Ahab in more mile- 
rable eſtate, then poore Naborhthat loſt both his :. $is; +1. 
Vineyard and his life? Yes ſurely:and ſoit is in e- 
, ucric injurie alike, wherein the ator at onetime or 
. other time is vexedin his minde; but he that ſuf. 
. fereth hath matter of ioy, when he conſidereth 
. that his ſufferings doe come from the wil of God, 
. and ſodoth remir all anger againſt thoſe that are 
the doers thereof : like as good David did pa- 3.5m. rs. 
tiently beare che teproches of Shemei, when he 
conſidered that the finger ofthe Lord was therin, 
and remembred that though his good name were 
abuſed, yer the Lord wouls.chrouh his conſtane 
enduritig, mate his rig ea 4s cleare as thePſal.yn.6, . 
light, and his inſt dealing as the noone-day. And 
thos let cuerie one, as Pai! willeth the Romans, f9m- 11.21 
learne, not to be ouercome of evill, but to ouercome 


euill with goodneſſe, 


The fecond part, Of patience toward God. 
Owir —_—_— os ſhould ſpeakeofthar 2. Part, / 


+ Y Patience which we are to vic toward God, 
which 


Lent. 3. I. 


Pr/0uak 9. 
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which how neceſlaric it is, will caſily appeare, if 
we conlider that as part of the worſhip of GOD 
can be without it. For as no ſacrifice could be 
without ſalt, ſo can __ges of Religion be prati , 


—_— 


ſed aright with6ut this patience. Witne 


e the - 


hearing of thew ord preached, the doore and en- , 


trance vnto fife; which ifir be not patiently 


conti- 


nued vnto the end, what will it bring bur that 
curſe; He that withdraweth his eare from hearing 
the Word,his Prayer is abhominable? Wirneſle the 
pratiſe of godly life, which if it be impatiently - 
broken off, doth heare, The dogge is returned to 
hu vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed to the wal- 
lowing in the myre. Witneſle our inuocation .. , 


and prayers, which, as CAnſ{in notes v 
88. Pſalm, are many times repelled of God 


n the 
, that 


as a flame of fire which is blowne backward,they 
may returne and be more ardent ; and therefore 
vnlefle they patiently proceed, they neuer draw 
downe any bleſſing of God. Witneſle our love, . 
which if by patience ic burne not to the end, wee 
ſhall heare a woe ſounding from heauen, becaule 
we hawe forſaken our firſt lone. Witneſle our hope, . 


which though it be rhe Anchor of the ſoule, 


yet Is 


patience the cable which ties it faſt vato rhe joyes 
of Heauen, as Pas! witnefleth : If we hope for that 
we ſce not, we doe with patience abide for it, Rom.$. 
And therefore if patience bee raken away , the 
ſhip of Faith muſt ncedes be oyerthrowne and 
dalhed vpon the rockes of deſpaire. Thus is pa- 


tienc2 che pillar that ſupporteth eucry good 


- 


work, 


which 
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which as it is requilite at all rimes, ſoeſpeci 
in the evuijl =o time of affliction. mo 
beit wee are taught out of Gods Word, that 
our heauenly Fatber doth chaſtiſe thoſe ſonnes x«.12.6. & 3; 
whom hee will receiue , but lets the Baſtards 
and Runnagates goe freez albeit GOD him- 
ſelfe bath promiſed that hee will not fayle his #6.13. 5. 
People, neither forlake his Inheritance, yer ſuch 

is our impatient nature, that wee are readie to 

.murmure at G OD, either becauſe be ſends vs 
ſuch afflifions, or elle becaule bee delivers vs 
not ſo ſbone as we expe. Hence doth the Pro. 
phet David edmonith vs in the 3 7: Pſalme_, pal.yn.7 

«Waite patiently upon the Lord, and hope on him ; 

, orasthe Originail doth ſound, Be ſilent vnto the 
Lord. Which word doth excellently expreſle that 
ſetling of the mind, and quietneſle of afteRions, 
which in their tribulation che children of GOD 
mult enjoy. 

Behold holy 79, the excellent Champion of 
God, and thou ſhalr ſee, asin a cleare glaſle, this 
religious ſilence of mind : Behold, a more victori- 
ous conquerour (itting vpon a dung-hill, than 4. 
lexander the Great vpon his chayre of Eflate: for 
the Spiritof GO D hath ſaid ity Hee hat & ſlow Proc16. y34 
10 anger i butter than the mightie Man, and hee 
that ruleth his owne minde « better than he that 
winneth a Citie, Prov. 16. Behold what variety 

-of cuill rydings, like feareſull cracks of Thun- 
«der did ſtrike the eares of this inexpugnable for- 


«treſle, and yet could they make no breach into 
his 


Job 1.21% 


Chap, 1,7. 
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64, 19, 27, 
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his foule. The firſt was- bis orbitie and 1oſle of 
children ; the ſecond his pouertie'and''k fe of 
riches; both able ro haue burſt a heart of Ada- 
mant, and yer made they not the leaſt ſcarrein his 
fſoule. Naked came I out of my mothers wombe, 
and naked ſhall I retwrne againe ; the Lord gaue, 
and the Lord hath taken away, now bleſſed L the 
name of the Lord. In all thus did not 1b ſinne, 
nor charge God fooliſhly with his lippes. Yea bur 
peradventure he will impatiently breake forth, 
1! his skinne be touched vnrto the quicke. Oh 
Joathſame Lazar, full of ſore boyles from the ſolc 
of Fore vm the crowne of his head, able to 
have made patience it ſe]fe waſpiſh and reſtie;and 
yet though his wife, as bellowes of impatience, 
did counſaile himto carſe GOD and die, yer did 
he not finne with his lippes , but mildly replyes, 
Thou ſpeakeft like a fooliſh Woman; What ? ſhall 
we recciue good at the hand of GO D , and not re 
ceine evil ? Yea though his friends like prickes 
and thornes in his ſide, did cuer' pierce his affli- 
Red ſoule;though theſe intollerable griefs ſhould 
continue ypon him vnto his death, yet would he 
ſtill patiently expeR: +AU rhe dayes of mine ap- 
pointed time will I waite untill my changing ſhall 
come, Cap. 14. Yea, 1 am ſure that my Redeemer 
lineth, and he ſhall fand left vpon the carth, and 
thongh after my skinne Wormes deſtroy thu bodie, 
get ſhalt Iſee GOD inmy fleſh, Cap. 19. Oh damt- 
Jeſſe patience, which would neuer once (hrinke 
vatill the comming of our Lord ! and (hall we 
(my 


- inpe 


with him , becauſe t 
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(my Brethren) who have much more occaſions 

of comfort than this man had, bedeieted by po- 

vertie, by lickneſle, by death of friends , by op- 

, or by any otherdifcomtentment ? We 

. know, that ay. men doe cauſe their hnelt kanens Sims! 
- which rhey weare next vneo their skinnes,to bee 

- continually waſhen and wrenched,that they may 

- be pureand clcane from filth, but their ſacks and 
courſe haire dothes they doe not walh : eucn fo, 

, the Lord of Hoftes doth affl:& his 

. dren (whom he will cake vp inco his owne bo- 
ſome) that they may be cleanſed trom (inne and 
pollution of the fleth ; but choſe whom he regar- 
deth nor, be ſuffers eo enioy quicrnefle and caſe. 

- And why then doe not we reioycein all diltrefſes, 

- feeing we are purged therby as by a {ſcouring lope 

, and purified as the Gold aad (iluer in the fire,thar 

: fo we may be made fit for him that is puriticand 
holineffie it ſc Ife? 

Oh, but thou rhimkeſt rhat the Lord who hath Ceft. 
faid ,, © Many ave the troubles of the righteous, Pt 34-19 
but he will deliner them out of all, is too tog flow 

rforming his promiſe vnto the 
- forerhov repineft ar his : 

Saint Fugnſtine tha 
35. ſal. Oh man, thou F 
GO D, mid thetimeot bl 
then doeſt rhou craue thy hire before'thon haſt 
donethy worke? If thy feruant would needes be 
payed before-hand, thou wouldeſt be offended 

hereby he ſhould ſceme to 
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wy 


Fl 


& chil- 


e, andrhere- 
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e-man of So/, 
esafrer,why 


diſtruſt 


Ez. 2v.16, 
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diftruſt thy fidelitie z and ſhall not God be offen- 
ded wi:h thee, thatart ſo haftic wich him who is 
\ *ritie it ſelfe? A worthie place to repreſle the 
teſtination of your difhdent nature which Joues 
no delay, and would be at a poyntwith GOD to 
know ſome certaine cime of her deliuerie : bur 
the Lord himſclfe hath beaten downe that hu- 
mout of ours, Eſay 28. 2ui credit non prefeſti. . 
nabit, He that beleeueth will not be too balkie, , 
but patiently expect the leiſure of our God. 
Popiliixs , the Legate of Rome, becing (ent 
Ambaſſadour vato CAnechns, drew a circle a- 
bout him with his ſtafte, and commanded him to 
giueananſwere before he came out of the circle 
but our God (my Brethren) is not like vato An- 
trochus, that we may preſcribe vato him a cer- 
taine compaſle of time, When the Diſciples of 
Chriſt were haſtic to know the time of their Ma- 
ſters glorie , he puts them off with a long.lliade 
of troubles, which they were firlt to endure, Ar. 
24. And after his reſurretion,pricked with the 
ſamede'ire, they asked, Hafter wilt thou at this 
timereſtoreshe Kingdome wnto 1ſrae!? but he re» 
pels them with a checke : 1t 75 not for you to know 
the times and ſeaſons which the Father hath put in 
his owne power g;implying that they ſhould pati-. 
ently rely vpon'G ODS promiles, and perleuer. 
to expett the performance thereof vnto rheend, 
without curious inquiring after the time. T his pa- 
tient expeAance is a ſpeciall effeR of a lively 
Faith, and wasin allche-chilqren of God, Looke 
| : 5 vnto 


= 
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the ſather of zhe ay how 

did the Lord poſt him over, and all for the excr- 
ciſe of bis Faith? Though the Lord promiſed 


him that hee would make him's great Nation, Ges, 11, 18: 


when he came out of Yr of the Chaldges, yet was, 
the performance of that promiſe deferred more 
then twentie yeares ; Abraham notwithſitan« 
ding fill patiently relying vpon God, and brea- 
king through all the impediments and obſtacles 
of his Faith. Looke vnto [args the Patriarch, to. 


whomat his firſt going into Padan Syria, though. Gen. :8, 13, 


the Lord promiſed to give vato bim the Land 
vpon which be flepr, when he ſaw the dreame of 
the heauenly Lad Jer , Fer what difhculcies had 
his faith to ſtrive with, a churliſh vokle vader 
whom he ſeru:d along prentiſhip, a bloudie bro- 
ther ſecking to take away his life, a poore eſtate to 
bee a lilly Shepheard; and notwithſtandirig all 
theſe hinderances, be firmelyclaue vnto the-pro- 
miſe of GO D, and ſtriving with the Angel,was 


called 1ſ#ael, prenayling with GOD. Looke vnto Ger. 33. 38. 


 Dauzd, whole life though it was nothing but a 
Mapof continuall ſorrowes and affiitions, yet 
doethe Pſalmes (wherein a man may ſee the per- 
fe&t Anatomieof his ſaule) ſet forth vnto vs his 
lively faith, and paticnt expetance of GO DS 
promiſes. Lan ol iv 2 
+ Fhus did the faithfuil ſeruamts of God. pati- 
ently waitefor benefits that were but tempora- 
rie, thougl-ſhadowing vnto them eternall gifts: 
And ſhall not we (who hayvethe Kingdome of 


hcauen 


E x amp. 
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heaueri platnely for before vs, wirhoot yrile or co- * 
uering) farre niore fiartiently abide all the rempeſty 
and ftortnies of this '1#e, for the excellent glorie 
which is reucaled vihro vs by the comming of the 
CMrſira ? Shall wee not br'followers of rhem, 
who by Faith and Patience dot inherite the pro- 
miſes? 

If theſe examples cannor move, let vs looke 
vnto_them who onely refpet worldly commo- 
dities, and be: ſhared of oor owneTluggi[meſſe 
in thoſe things which concerne the Kingdome 
of Heaven. 

Pchold, how doth the Zy-bandman caſt his ſee- 
ding into the carth, and endure much labour and 
toyle, and waite all the ſeaſons of the yeare, be- 
fore he can reape his deſired crop? How doe the 
Huntſmen endure hunger , and cold , raine, and . 
mow inthe Woods ahd Deferts, 1nd expe ma- 
ny a long day beforerchey can catch the ſpoyles 
they ſeeke after? How dorh the Ierchanr cor + 
the dangerous Seas in perill of Shipwracke every 
houre ? whar tediouſneſſe doth he ſuffer ? what 
forhfornnefle doth be ſuftaine before he can bring 
hotne rhe coſtly Merchandice and price fromthe 
Indies ? What dangers doth the Warzier vnder- . 
fake? what blowes and wounds doth he quierly 
put vp? what long (ieges doth he abide dub 
he cin take the ſconceoy titte of his encit? And 
fhall not we be lefſe wearie, and more patiently, 
ſuffer all hardnefle to obtaine celeſtial) Ierufalem, . 


aevel.zt.11, whoſe ſhining is like vntoa flone moſt preciovs, 


as 2 Taff ffoncl, cleave as z to get that 
Pearle cara 2 man ſhould ſell slithas he bath to Kath. ny, 45. 
buy ; to winthoſe ſpoyles wherof we can never be 
ſpoyled any more , to reape that Corne which 
makes the bread of erernall life ? 
Pp, Men, and Bretbren, ſhall :he Children of that Lac. 16.8, 
- World bee alwayes wiſer in their EIN thaw 
wee that are he £ hildrew of Light are in ours ? 


Shall faintneſſe and defatigation tyre vs, eſpeci- 
ally (irhence our life is ſo ſhort, and eur tinge fo 


vncerraine ? | 
Bur here it may be 7 wr ftir- Obie#, 
ring vs vp yato Patience_, victhas a Motive, the 

«day _of the Lord , and not ra ,the day of our 

. death, wherem we ſooner recciue the fruic of our 

rings ? 

. UA | anſwer, that truc indeed, They «nſw. 
nhich dye in the Lord, doe preſently reft from their 4pec.1 4Q13, 
labours , and their workes follow them - neuther 
doth this place make ought for their opinion, 
who fondly thinke that the ſoules of the Righte- 
ous departed, doe fleepe, feeling neither weyle 
nor woe yntill the latter day; but hee vieth the 

, comming of Chrift vio indgement,as being the 

» firongeſt argument of comfort (like as our Saui- 

. our hirſclfe did, and many other) both becauſe 

+ our blifſe in bodie and ſovle (hall bee perfeRly 

- conſummared at that day, and the iufticeof God 

+ —_ , and all occaſions of impatience remo- 
ved, 


Doeft thou murmure and repineto ſce the god. 
ly 


Smmul, 


Matih. T3» 


P[al, [4 


Pſal. £4.15» 


Simil. 
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Iytrampled vnder feete, andthe wicked glittering 


."' with honour and riches here = the earth? 

is ike vnto a field- 
of Corne, wherein the Blew-bottles, and Goul-- 
dings with their goodly colours, doe out-facethe - 
- pureſt Wheat: bur (tay vaull the great Harueſt, . 


Oh conlider, that this wor 


when the Angels (hull come with their ficles te 
reape, and then (halt chou ſee thoſe glorious 
Weedes bound in bundles, and burned wich vn- 
quenchable fire. z but che Corne, brought with 
10y into the Barneof the Lord, Now is the win- 
ter of the World, wherein tit Vngodly like 
Graſſe aregreeneand flouriſhing, and the Righ- 
teous being Trees, arenaked and vnſcemely, ha- 
ving all theirlifeinthe roote z bur Nay votill the 
Sommer, when the Sunne of Righteoulneſle thar 
appeareth 'mecke and gentle in 7rg0, (hall enter 
into Les, and then [halc thou ſce the Graſle bur- 
ned vp, but the Trees which are planted by he 
Riners of Water, to betranſplanted intothe hea- 
nens, and being laden with all ſorts of precious 
fruit, to be placed inthe Paradiſe of God. Art 
thou now oifended to ſcethe iudgements of God 
moſt hercely ſtriking the innocent in this life, ard 
ſuffering the wicked to goe free; Oh Ray vntill 
theend, and thou ſhalt ſee iudgementreduced vn- 
to juſtice, as David ſpeakethin the 94. Pſalme_, 
And all them that are true of Heart adaan- 
ORE | 

When a piece of Arras is in working , it loo- 


keth fowlc and rude, hauing here a foot and there 
a head, 


Of Patience... 37 
a head ; but being throughly finiſhed , how glo- 
rious doth it ſeeme , when we ſec the whole co- 
herence of the worke, and the meaning ofthe ſto- 
ries tapiſtred therein? even ſo the iudgements of 
God which are as the great deepes ſeeme yer vn. 
to vs crooked and vniuſt , but when the thrones 
ſhall be fer, and the Nations ſummoned by a 
Trumpe, and the Regiſter Bookes of G O D be 
ſhewed ; the mouthes of the wicked ſhall be ſtop. 
ped, and the eyes of tbe juſt (hall be fully fariſ- 
fied. This is a comfortable argument,and of all 
reaſons the holy Ghoſt vieth, moft effeuall ro 
perſwade. Buranother doubt ef greater difficyl- 
tie doth offterir ſelfe. For how did /ames ſay tru- Dub. 
ly, that the comming of the Lord was neere at 
hand, ſithence one thouſand fiue hundred yeares 
are paſſed lince /ames did write,and yet all things 
continue as they did ? 

I anſwer ; That thoſe words did not import Se/. 
thar Lords day was to come within fome 
ſhort and preciſe rerme of time, for that opinion 
Paul did purpoſely refute, 2. Theſſalon. 2. But the u Theſ7 ». 
- Scriptures ſay, that the Lords day was neere at - 
- band in three reſpeRts. Reaſons, 
© Firft, for that the continuance of the World I. 
after Chrifts birth , ſhall bee ſhorter then it was 
before. | 
Secondly, inrefpetof God, with whom (as », 
Peter faith) a thouſand yeares are but as one1.P.z.8. 
day. p 
Lhirdly, in reſpeR of y—_ in compari. 3+ 
ſon 


Lic. It. +D 


Verſ 49- 


Lit. 12:47, | 


Verſ. 46. 


% P4443: 4+ 
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ſon whereof all the age of the World ſhall bee 
leflethen one drop tothe whole Ocean. And in 
this ſence, the Apoſtle ſaid, that the comming of 
the Lord is neere at hand; but as for determining , 
any ler time of theilaſt iydgement , the Scripture. 
is altogether filear. Nay.it plainely afhrmes,thar 
G O D would haue it vnknowne, tothe end we 
ſhould alwaies be in readinefſe, watching with #wr 
loynes girt, and our lampes in our hand. For if the 
good man of the fort knew when the Theefes 
would come, he would onely then keepe watch 
and ward, bur at other times be ſleepie and ſe- 
cure. And therefore CHRIST JESYS be- 
ing deſired of bis Diſciples to tell them ſome 
ſignes when this day ſhould come, told them, 
T hat none might certainly preſage the day, yeare, 
or any other time z as appeareth, Matr.24. Mark, 


| "ift.. JOE, 23: 


Bur becauſe the World doth now ſwarme with 
thoſe cuill ſeruants, who ſay in their hearts, Our 
Maſter doth deferre his comming, and beginne to 
ſmite their fellowes , and ts cate and drinke with 
the drunken - Let them know that their Mafter 
will come in a day when they looke not for him, and 
in an houre when they are not aware, and cut them 
off, and giue them their om with Hypocrites in 
the Lake wherein is nothing but weeping and enaſh. 
ing of Teeth. And becaule wee are fallen indeed 
into the latter dayes, andinto the times of mock- 
ers, and ſcornefull Epicures , walking after their 
luſts , and ſaying, Where # the promiſe of bu com. 
wing / 
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ming? for ſince the Fathers died, all things continue 
alike: Let them remember, that GO D 7s not 


flacke as they count ſlackneſſe , but patient to waite vos. 


for theirrepentance and amendment of life;by de- 
laying whereof they dee but whord vp for them. 
ſelues vengeance againſt the day -of vengeance, 


and of the declaration of the inſt indgement of God: Tom-1, 5, 


and therefore let them take heede leſt this da 
come Th them 4s 4 ſnare, while their hearts L. 


oppreſſed with ſurfetting and arunkenneſſe , and Luc. 11. 95+ 


cares of this life. But as for you whoare trodden 
vnder foote_, and oppreſſed by the violence of the 
, proud, looke vp, and ioyfully lift vp your heads, 


-for the day of your redemption drawgth neere; Luc. us. 28, 


. not your redemption from the bondage of Saran, 
- and (layerie of (inne, from which you are alrcadie 
- freed by the bloud of Chriſt, but your redempti- 
-on from all the milerics of this life, which 7 4u/ 


. calleth EeeAuTowoiy Tre awioues E pbeſ. i.A redemp- Epbeſ. r. 


tion of libertic by the glorious appearing of 
« Chriſt , which cannot poſhbly be (ee w_ 
ome Mathematictans are of opinion, that the 
Sun ts approached vato vs,and holdeth his courſe 
in the firmament neerer vnto the carth by many 
thouſand miles, than it did heretoforetime; as if 
all elementarie Creatures being now olde, and at 
thelaſt caſt, had need more cftcually to be war» 
med by the Sunne beames : which howſocuer ir 
be bur a mathematical fanciey yet ic is certaine 
« that Chriſt Ieſus is come neerer vnto vsrhan cuer 
-vato any of our fore-!athers : nay, the cold & fro- 
I 2 zen 
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zen diſpoſition of mens minds in this age, where- 
in Chriſtian loue is abated, and charicie waxen 
more then kaye-colde,dorh ſufficiently arguethar 
our Sauiour is even at the HooreL. Behold , the 
Figge-tree hath budded, and ſhot forth her yoag - 
Figges, the Vine hath brought forth Grapes, buc 


' the Grapes of Sodome_s, ſuch as muſtcomein the 


M TIN, 3. 3s 


lait dayes, to wit, Se/fe-louers, COUetous perſons, 
boaiters, proud, curſed ſprakers, difobedient to pa- 
rents, unthankfull, vnholy, without xaturall affe. 
tion, truce-breakers, falſe accuſer;, intemperate, 


fierce, no loners at all of them that be 206d, traytors, 


headie, hizh-minded, lowers of pleaſurcs more then 
lovers of G.O D, hanine a ſhew of godlineſſe, but de-. 
rying the pewer thereof ; thele clulters doe ban 
vpon everic hedge, and who then will thinke bur 
the Sommer and Vintageisar hand ? It welooke - 
tor fearefull (ignes from aboue, we haue leene the 
Sunnedarkened and the Moone loſe her lighr,and 
the powers of Heauen ſhaken, and Starrcs falling 
from heauen, and prodigious Comets, which the 
ordinaric courſe of Nature could not produce. It. 
weexpet for lignes from below, we haue heard 
che Seas roare, and the Earth make anoylſle, and 
the pillars of the tarth ro tremble and quake. £ 
we looke for the converiton of the lewes, w 
haue feene ſome branches of the naturall Vine en. 
praffed again? inro their ſtocke, and the ſonnes 
of Sem are daily colleted into the Tents of 
their ancient Father. It the Coſpel mult needes, 


be preached ina)l the World, the found there- 
of 


C 
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of hath firetched vnto both the Poles, and the 
gladſome rydings of Chriſt hath beene heard as 
- farre as the courſe of the Sunne., If we loake for 
the appearing of Antichriſt , howſoeuer ſome 
doe dreame of one that ſhall ſpring from the 


Tribe of D AN, and of a lew, yet cannot all 
the ſmoake which daily ariſeth our of the bot- 
tomleſle pir, obſcure the lighr of chis truth, but 
that Antichriſt is alreadie reucaled, and daily 


. aboliſhed by the brightneſle of the Goſpel. 1{* 7h4ſ-u. 


we looke for the fulfilling of thoſe myſtical! pro- 
phecies which were reucaled vnto 7ohn,"l thinke 
no title can be ſhewed whichis vnaccomplihed, 


, bur onely that ioytull Epilogue of all Vilttons, in xes, 16.14 


the 20. Chapter, wherein a white Throne being 
placed inthe Heauens, the Sonne of man iudg- 
eth both the quicke and the dead. Thus ſhall 
the Righteous ſtand with great boldnefle before 
the face of ſuch as have rormented them, and ta. 
ken away their labours : I hen (hall the wick- 
ed ſigh within themſelues, and fay, Theſe are 
the men whom ſometimes we h2d in derifion, 
and ina parable of reproch ; \Ve fooles thoughe 
their life madneſſe, and their end without ho. 
nour, but now are they counted among the 
children of GO D, and their portionis among(t 
the Saints. Then ſhall the wicked be couered 
with eternall confuſion, and the godly ſhall be 
crowned with cuerlaſting glorie. Eucn fo, come 
LORD IES/FS, and makean endof this 
wicked ' 
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wicked World, for thy Childrens fake, that we 


may reigne with thee for ever ; to whom with 
, the Fatherandthe Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
- all honour, glorie, power, praile, 
might , maicſtie, &c, 
Amen. 
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